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SERMON. 


“OTHER  MEN  LABORED,  AND  YE  ARE  ENTERED  INTO  THEIR  LABORS.’’ 

St.  John  it.  38. 


It  is  evident  from  the  context,  that  when  our  blessed 
Lord  uttered  these  words,  He  was  looking  upon  the  fields 
of  grain  which  were  ripening  unto  the  harvest,  and  in 
accordance  with  His  custom  to  seize  upon  facts  or  events 
which  at  the  moment  came  within  Ilis  observation,  to 
illustrate  and  enforce  the  truth,  lie  directed  the  minds  of 
Ilis  disciples  to  them,  as  emblemizing  that  spiritual 
sowing  and  reaping  which  followed  each  other  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Grace,  as  in  that  of  nature. 

“Say  ye  not,  said  He,  that  there  are  four  months,  and 
then  cometh  the  harvest ;  behold,  I  say  unto  you,  Lift  up 
your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields,  for  they  are  white 
already  to  the  harvest.  And  he  that  reapeth  receiveth 
wages  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  eternal  life  ;  that  both  he 
that  sowetli  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  together. 
And  herein  is  that  saying  true,  one  sowetli  and  another 
reapeth.  I  sent  you  to  reap  that  whereon  ye  bestowed  no 
labor;  other  men  labored  and  ye  are  entered  into  their 
labors.”  Now,  we  are  certainly  not  to  understand  by  these 
words  of  the  Great  Teacher,  that  the  apostles  who  were  to 
go  forth  and  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  a 
fallen  world,  had  not  a  great  work  to  do,  one  which 
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required  the  .entire  consecration  of  gll  their  powers,  both 
mental  and  physical ;  but  that  the  way  had  been  prepared 
for  them,  a  long* and  flittering  hireiof  .pi'ophets  and  mar¬ 
tyrs  had  broken  the 'soil  and  sown  the  seed,  and  He,  more 
than  all,  by  His  personal  ministry,  by  His  instruction  and 
mighty  works,  His  signs  and  wonders,  had  laid  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  Church  deep  and  broad,  and  opened  the  way 
for  its  universal  triumph.  To  His  eye,  that  triumph  was 
present.  Before  Him,  Zion  did  arise  and  shine,  for  her 
light  had  come  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  had  risen 
upon  her.  He  saw  the  multitudes  flock  to  her  as  doves 
to  their  windows.  He  saw  the  Gentiles  bringing  their 
treasures  within  her  gates,  and  the  kings  and  queens  of 
earth,  her  nursing  fathers  and  nursing  mothers.  The 
world  then  was  prepared  for  the  preaching  of  the  apostles, 
and  the  harvest  was  ready  to  be  gathered. 

But  the  Saviour  here  also  announces  the  general  law, 
that  one  generation  enters  into  the  labors  of  another. 
This  is  true,  both  in  regard  to  civil  and  moral  progress. 
\\rc  enjoy,  in  both  of  these  respects,  the  labors  and  prod¬ 
ucts  of  a  previous  age.  As  says  another,  “  The  solid 
texture  in  the  life  and  character  of  each  generation  is 
woven  mainly  from  the  materials  created  and  fashioned 
by  the  one  preceding.  The  type  of  life,  the  ruling  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  soul,  and  whatever  goes  into  the  composite 
form  of  character,  come  mainly  from  influences  that  flow 
from  the  generations  that  have  gone  before.”  Hence  it 
is  no  more  wise  than  just,  to  pause  occasionally  in  our 
onward  course,  look  back  upon  the  past,  and  consider  our 
indebtedness  to  those  who  have  preceded  us,  and  into 
whose  labors  we  have  entered.  Such  retrospective  views 
are  peculiarly  appropriate,  when  we  reach  those  points  of 
time  which  divide  the  centuries,  and  serve  as  landmarks 
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upon  the  great  highway  of  life,  over  which  we  are  so 
rapidly  hurrying  to  eternity.  Such  a  point  we  have 
reached  iu  the  history  of  this  particular  Church,  and  I  ask 
you,  to-day,  to  look  hack  with  me,  consider  the  labors  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  us,  and  to  “Remember  all 
the  way  which  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  led  thee  ”  these 
many  years. 

It  is  just  twenty-five  years  this  month,  on  the  30tli  day 
of  the  month,  since  the  Church  was  permanently  organ¬ 
ized  in  this  place,  under  the  efficient  and  successful  min¬ 
istrations  of  Rev.  Henry  W.  Lee,  now  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese  of  Iowa.  From  that  time  there  has  been  a  regular 
succession  of  Rectors,  and  the  full  service  of  the  Church 
continued,  without  any  serious  interruption  or  omission. 
The  whole  history,  however,  of  this  Church,  takes  in  a 
much  longer  period.  It  is  nearly  a  half  century  ago,  since 
the  words  of  our  solemn  and  beautiful  Liturgy  were  first 
heard  iu  this  place.  As  early  as  the  year  1817,  the  Rev. 
Titus  Strong,  Rector  of  St.  James’  Church,  of  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts,  held  services  here.  A  year  or  two  pre¬ 
vious  to  this,  Colonel  Roswell  Lee,  an  earnest  and 
devoted  Churchman,  who  was  at  that  time  Superintendent 
of  the  Armory,  obtained  permission  of  the  Government 
to  fit  up  one  of  the  upper  rooms  in  the  Armory  buildings 
for  a  Chapel.  This  room  was  set  apart  for  religious  wor¬ 
ship,  with  appropriate  services,  by  the  clergyman  already 
named,  about  the  time  we  have  specified.  Springfield 
was  then  comparatively  a  small  village,  and,  with  one  ex¬ 
ception,  this  was  the  only  place  of  worship  in  the  whole 
town.  In  some  notes  written  by  Mr.  Diah  Allin,  who 
was  among  the  earliest  and  most  prominent  Churchmen 
here,  we  find  the  following :  “As  early  as  the  year  1817 
or  1818,  there  was  but  one  meeting-house  (and  that  a 
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Congregational)  in  what  now  comprises  the  whole  town 
of  Springfield.” 

When  the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  began  the  services  here,  at 
the  time  mentioned,  the  whole  number  of  families 
belonging  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  according  to  Mr. 
Allin’s  statement,  was  only  four.  About  this  time,  there 
was  a  division  among  the  Congregationalists,  and  many 
of  those  who  seceded  from  the  parent  society  attended 
the  Chapel  on  the  hill.  It  was  thought,  indeed,  at  one 
time,  that  they  would  join  permanently  with  the  Church 
there,  and  that  the  edifice  which  they  were  erecting 
would  become  an  Episcopal  Church.  The  corner  stone, 
in  fact,  of  the  building  which  is  now  the  Unitarian  place 
of  worship,  was  laid  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Strong.  The  union,  however,  failed,  on  the 
ground  of  doctrinal  differences.  Speaking  of  this,  Mr. 
Allin  says,  “It  was  thought  by  some  that  the  new  build¬ 
ing  would  be  an  Episcopalian,  in  lieu  of  an  Unitarian. 
But  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  influential  of  the  sece- 
ders  could  hardly  reconcile  themselves  to  our  service,  and 
the  doctrine  of  the  Iloly  Trinity ;  so  they  made  it  what 
it  is.” 

From  1817  to  1821,  services  Avere  held  occasionally  in 
the  Chapel,  as  clergymen  could  he  procured.  Among 
those  who  officiated,  at  intervals  during  this  time,  we  find 
the  names  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Doane,  then  Professor  in  Wash¬ 
ington  College,  which  is  now  Trinity,  who  afterwards  be¬ 
came  Bishop  of  ISleAv  Jersey;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chase,  now 
Bishop  of  Hew  Hampshire,  and  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Fuller, 
Marshall  and  Pinney. 

On  the  first  Sunday  of  February,  1821,  the  Rev.  Ed- 
Avard  Rutledge  entered  upon  his  duties  as  minister  of  the 
parish.  Speaking  of  this  event  he  says,  “  The  Chapel  on 
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this  and  many  succeeding  Sundays  was  very  full.  The 
number  of  families  who  took  seats  was  about  one  hun¬ 
dred,  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  many  are  Episcopa¬ 
lians.”  The  number  of  families  here  mentioned,  who 
took  seats,  seems  remarkably  large  for  a  new  enterprise, 
but  we  should  remember,  that  it  included  all  those  who 
separated  from  the  Congregational  Church. 

On  May  24th,  of  the  same  year,  the  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  for  the  first  time,  by  the  election  of  Wardens  and 
Vestrymen.  I  have  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  ascertain 
the  names  of  this  Vestry,  but  have  been  unsuccessful. 
The  most  that  I  can  learn  is,  that  in  all  probability  the 
Wardens  were  Colonel  Roswell  Lee  and  Dr.  John  Stone, 
or  Mr.  Diah  Allin. 

We  read  again  from  Mr.  Rutledge’s  record,  that  “On 
Trinity  Sunday,  June  17th,  the  Communion  was  admin¬ 
istered  for  the  first  time,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Strong,  to 
twenty-seven  persons,  only  a  few,  however,  were  regular 
members  of  the  Church,  some  being  Presbyterians  and 
some  Methodists.” 

The  first  Confirmation  of  which  we  find  any  record,  was 
on  July  3d,  of  this  same  year,  when  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alex¬ 
ander  Viets  Griswold  administered  this  Apostolic  Rite  to 
five  persons. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Rutledge  resigned  the  parish  in  January, 
1822,  having  officiated  about  one  year.  His  ministry  here 
was  exceedingly  satisfactory,  and  his  departure  deeply 
lamented  by  all.  lie  was  evidently  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  talent,  and  of  a  most  devotional  spirit.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  beginning  of  his  work  Imre,  he  says,  “  And  may 
God  of  His  infinite  mercy  smile  upon  the  efforts  of  his 
servants  who  have  commenced  the  adoration  of  his  Name, 
in  the  manner  they  think  most  apostolic  and  holy.  May 


8 


the  little  one  become  a  thousand  and  the  small  one  a  great 
people  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen.”  But  he 
has  long  since  gone  to  his  rest,  and  others  have  entered 
into  his  labors. 

After  his  resignation  of  the  parish,  regular  services  were 
omitted  until  December,  1835,  a  period  of  thirteen  years. 
At  that  time  the  “  Clerical  Convocation  of  Massachu¬ 
setts,”  sent  here  the  Rev.  Samuel  McBirney. 

During  this  long  interval  between  1822  and  1835,  which 
must  have  been  a  time  of  great  despondency  on  the  part 
of  those  who  loved  “  The  sweet  communion  and  holy 
ways  ”  of  our  beloved  Zion,  occasional  services  were  held. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Barlow  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  II.  Price,  after¬ 
wards  Rector  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Row  York,  offi¬ 
ciated  here,  the  latter  named  clergyman  several  months. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Chapel  on  the  Armory  Hill,  by 
order  of  the  Government,  had  been  converted  to  other 
uses,  and  it  was  necessary  to  find  some  other  place  of  wor¬ 
ship.  On  looking  around,  the  old  Court  House,  which 
was  also  used  as  the  parish  house  of  the  First  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church,  was  procured,  and  here  services  were  held 
by  the  missionary  for  one  year.  This  building  now 
stands  on  Sanford  street,  being  used  as  a  carriage  shop. 
Its  associations  are  interesting,  not  only  in  a  religious  and 
judicial  point  of  view,  but  also  in  a  military  one.  It  was 
the  place  of  several  exciting  scenes  during  Shay’s  rebel¬ 
lion,  in  this  State,  not  long  after  the  Revolutionary  war. 
At  one  time  it  was  occupied  by  several  hundred  troops 
under  General  Shepard.  Afterwards  Shay  himself  came 
here  and  took  possession  of  it,  and  prevented  the  sitting 
of  the  Court,  re-enacting,  on  a  limited  scale,  the  shutting 
up  of  the  English  Parliament  by  Cromwell. 

It  should  be  stated  that  after  the  Chapel  had  been  con- 
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verted  to  other  purposes  by  the  Government  and  previous 
to  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  Mr.  McBirney,  an  effort  was 
made  to  build  a  Church.  But  this  failed  from  a  want  of 
unanimity  in  regard  to  the  location,  difficulty  in  raising 
funds,  and  especially  on  account  of  the  absence  of  Colonel 
Lee.  Says  Mr.  Allin,  referring  to  tliis  movement,  “  Sub¬ 
scription  papers  were  circulated  and  a  committee  from 
abroad  selected  to  locate  the  Church,  but  Colonel  Lee, 
our  main  spoke,  was  ordered  abroad  and  absent  nearly  two 
years,  most  of  the  time,  and  our  Church  matters  remained 
suspended,  mostly  until  his  death,  which  took  place  Au¬ 
gust,  1833.” 

It  is  perhaps  well  also  to  observe,  that  the  chapel  was 
converted  to  other  purposes,  not  from  any  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  to  holding  religious  services 
in  the  Armory  buildings;  but  for  the  reason  that  the  build¬ 
ing  contiguous  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  it  became  nec¬ 
essary  to  have  the  room.  In  the  excitement  of  the  fire, — 
there  being  apprehension  that  the  chapel  would  also  be 
burned, — the  furniture  was  removed,  but  with  such  haste, 
that  the  organ  was  almost  demolished,  so  nearly  so,  that 
it  was  never  afterwads  used.  A  sketch  of  this  fire,  taken 
by  one  of  the  agents  of  the  Government  on  the  spot,  at  the 
time,  can  now  be  seen  in  the  City  Museum. 

From  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  McBirney,  to  the 
permanent  organization  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee,  there 
was  an  interval  of  about  two  years.  On  the  28th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1838,  the  last  named  clergyman  resumed  the  ser¬ 
vices,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Missions,  which  by  the  blessing  of  God  have  never  ceased. 
The  place,  then  procured  for  meeting,  was  the  Town  Hal], 
situated  on  State  street.  The  services  were  well  attended 

and  there  were  the  most  cheering  prospects  of  success. 
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There  had  been  however,  so  many  interruptions  of  the  ser¬ 
vices,  and  so  many  disappointments,  that  the  friends  of 
the  Church  had  been  almost  disheartened. 

In  the  record  of  Mr.  Lee  at  that  time,  he  says,  Since 
the  termination  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  McBirney’s  services,  the 
services  of  the  Church  have  been  performed  here  but  three 
or  four  times,  and  its  friends  in  this  town  have  almost  des¬ 
paired  of  establishing  them  permanently.”  We  can 
scarcely  wonder  at  this,  when  we  consider  how  few  they 
were  in  number,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the  right  man 
for  the  work,  and  especially,  in  view  of  the  uncongenial 
soil  for  this  Branch  of  the  True  Vine.  But,  the  right  man 
had  now  been  procured,  and  henceforth  the  Episcopal 
Church  was  to  be  a  permanent  institution  in  this  place. 

Oil  November  30,  1838,  the  parish  was  reorganized, 
under  the  name  of  Christ  Church.  We  say,  reorganized, 
because  this  was  the  same  title  under  which  the  first  War¬ 
dens  and  Vestrymen  were  chosen,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rut¬ 
ledge  officiated  here  in  1821.  At  the  same  time  however, 
the  Church  cannot  be  considered  as  permanently  estab¬ 
lished  here,  until  1838,  which  as  we  have  said,  was  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  The  persons  then  chosen  as  officers  of  the 
Church  were — Diah  Allin  and  Samuel  McdSTary,  Wardens  ; 
Erasmus  I).  Beach,  Major  Goodsel,  Ezra  Kimberly,  Reu¬ 
ben  T.  Safford  and  Marcus  Talmage,  Vestrymen ;  William 
W.  Lee,  Clerk ;  Lucius  Allin,  Treasurer. 

In  March,  1839,  the  following  special  Act  of  incorpora¬ 
tion  w^as  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Wardens,  Vestry,  and  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  Christ  Church,  Springfield. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  as  follows: 
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Section  1.  Diah  Allin,  Samuel  McNary  and  Erasmus 
D.  Beach,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  in¬ 
corporated  by  the  name  of  the  "Wardens,  Vestry  and  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  Christ  Church,  Springfield,  with  all  the  pow¬ 
ers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restric¬ 
tions,  and  liabilities,  set  forth  in  the  hundredth  chapter  of 
the  Revised  Statutes. 

Section  2.  Said  Corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal 
estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
exclusive  of  their  meeting-house  and  the  land  on  which 
it  stands,  provided  the  income  thereof  shall  he  appropriated 
exclusively  to  religious  purposes.  [March  28,  1839.] 

About  this  time  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  make 
another  effort  to  erect  a  Church  edifice.  A  subscription 
paper  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  and  circulated  among 
the  friends  of  the  Church  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The 
success  was  so  great,  that  immediate  steps  were  taken  for 
building,  and  the  corner  stone  was  laid  August  20,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Strong,  whose  name  so  frequently  occurs,  and 
who  evidently  did  so  much  to  establish  the  Church  here. 
The  work  was  pushed  forward  so  energetically  by  the 
Rector  and  the  building  committee,  that  the  Church  was 
ready  for  consecration  on  the  1st  of  April,  1840.  The 
solemn  and  impressive  services  on  this  occasion  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Alexander  Viets  Griswold,  D.  D., 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  Alfred  Baury  of  iSTewton  Lower  Falls, 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  of  Greenfield.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Baury  read  Morning  Prayer,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Strong 
preached  the  sermon  from  Psalm  96:  9,  “O  worship  the 
Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.”  With  the  corner  stone 
of  the  Church  the  following  papers  and  documents  were 
deposited :  a  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  Church, 
several  State  and  Diocesan  journals,  the  Christian  Witness 
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and  Springfield  Republican,  also  the  names  of  the  War¬ 
dens  and  Vestry,  the  Building  Committee  and  Architect. 

Thursday,  April  2d,  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Lee  was  insti¬ 
tuted  as  Rector  of  the  parish.  Morning  Prayer  was  read 
by  the  Rev.  George  Burgess,  now  Bishop  of  Maine,  and 
the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  John  S.  Stone,  33.  D., 
Rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Boston,  from  St.  Matthew, 
17  :  20.  The  keys  of  the  Church  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Diah  Allin,  Senior  Warden.  The  cost  of  the  building 
and  the  land  was  about  $0,500,  nearly  one-half  of  which 
was  raised  at  the  time  of  the  consecration.  The  architect 
and  builder  was  Chauncey  Shepard  of  this  city. 

Thus  within  two  years  after  Mr.  Lee  took  charge  of  the 
parish,  a  pleasant  and  commodious  edifice  was  erected 
and  consecrated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  evi¬ 
dencing  not  only  great  zeal  and  energy  on  the  part  of  the 
Rector,  but  also  on  that  of  his  faithful  co-workers.  Mr. 
Lee’s  ministry  here  continued  nine  years.  During  that 
time  there  were  added  to  the  Church  by  Baptism,  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-four.  There  were  buried,  ninety-seven ; 
eighty-four  were  confirmed ;  fifty-eight  married,  and  the 
number,  on  the  Communion  list,  increased  from  a  score  of 
persons  to  one  hundred  and  ninety. 

There  was  not,  of  course,  at  any  one  time,  this  number 
of  communicants,  as  removals  and  deaths  were  occurring 
year  by  year.  This  shows,  however,  the  actual  increase 
during  this  period.  It  should  be  also  stated  that  the  debt 
upon  the  Church,  of  about  $8,000,  was  paid  ;  so  that 
when  the  Rector  resigned,  in  1847,  it  was  in  a  flourishing 
condition  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  as  well  as  in 
other  respects.  While  here,  Mr.  Lee  took  a  deep  interest 
in  establishing  the  Church  at  Chicopee,  and  it  was  owing 
in  a  great  measure  to  his  efforts  that  the  parish  was 
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formed  there,  and  a  Church  built.  In  November,  1847, 
he  was  called  to  the  Rectorship  of  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Rochester,  where  he  labored  for  seven  years  with  eminent 
success.  While  there,  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity  from  the  Rochester  University,  and  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1854,  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Iowa. 
In  this  new  and  most  responsible  field  of  labor,  he  has 
manifested  the  same  energy  and  ability  that  characterized 
him  as  a  pastor,  and  the  Church  under  his  administration 
has  greatly  enlarged,  and  his  Diocese  become  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  in  the  W est. 

The  successor  to  Mr.  Lee  was  the  Rev.  Henry  W.  Ad¬ 
ams,  who  was  instituted  as  Rector  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Man- 
ton  Eastburn,  May  18th,  1848.  The  Rectorship  of  Mr. 
Adams  continued  about  eighteen  months.  During  that 
time  there  were  thirty-four  baptized ;  fourteen  confirmed  ; 
nine  married;  twenty-four  buried;  and  thirty-six  added 
and  received  to  the  Communion. 

In  October,  1849,  Mr.  Adams  resigned  the  parish,  and 
the  Rev.  A.  H.  Littlejohn  was  elected  Rector  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  January.  He  was  instituted  by  the  Bishop  of 
the  Diocese,  May  3d,  1850. 

Mr.  Littlejohn’s  ministry  here  was  very  acceptable,  but 
receiving  a  call  to  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Hew  Haven,  a  much 
larger  field  of  labor,  he  resigned  the  Rectorship  July  16, 
1851.  During  his  administration,  which  was  a  little  more 
than  a  year — twenty  were  baptized ;  seven  confirmed  ; 
twelve  married ;  seventeen  buried  ;  and  twenty-one  added 
and  received  to  the  Communion. 

On  September  29th,  of  the  same  year,  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Spencer  Child  was  elected  as  his  successor,  and  en¬ 
tered  upon  his  duties,  as  Rector  of  the  parish,  the  first 
Sunday  of  October.  On  January  14th,  1852,  he  was  insti- 
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tuted  as  Rector,  by  tlie  Rt.  Rev.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D., 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese.  Morning  Prayer  was  read  by  the 
.Rev.  Henry  Burroughs,  of  Massachusetts,  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  llallam,  of  Connecticut.  The  keys  of  the 
Church,  on  this  occasion,  were  presented  b}r  the  Senior 
Warden,  Mr.  Samuel  MclSTary,  and  the  sermon  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  II.  W.  Lee,  I).  D.,  then  Rector  of  St. 
Luke’s  Church,  Rochester,  from  Jeremiah  23  :  1,  2. 

Previous  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Littlejohn,  measures 
had  been  taken  to  enlarge  the  Church,  which  had  become 
too  small  for  the  increasing  congregation.  This  improve¬ 
ment  wars  not  completed  when  Mr.  Child  took  charge,  and 
for  a  time  the  congregation  assembled,  one  half  of  the  day, 
in  the  Unitarian  house  of  worship.  By  the  enlargement, 
the  Church  edifice  was  greatly  improved,  not  only  in  view 
of  its  additional  number  of  sittings,  but  in  the  taste  and 
beauty  of  its  interior  arrangements.  This  was  done  at 
an  expense  of  $7,963.36,  including  the  cost  of  additional 
land,  and  the  amount  paid  in  the  exchange  of  organs  ; 
which  sum  remained  a  debt  upon  the  parish.  On  being 
completed,  nearly  all  the  pews  were  immediately  taken  ; 
some  at  quite  a  large  premium,  and  the  prospects  of  the 
Church  were  exceedingly  promising.  Next  to  that  of 
Bishop  Lee’s,  the  Rectorship  of  Mr.  Child  was  the  longest, 
being  seven  years;  during  which  time  he  labored  earnest¬ 
ly  and  diligently  to  build  up  the  Church  here,  and  to 
extend  it  in  this  vicinity.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
parish  at  Chicopee,  and  to  his  missionary  labors,  probably 
more  than  to  any  other  one  person’s,  the  Church  at  West- 
field  is  indebted.  During  his  administration  there  were 
baptized,  one  hundred  and  forty-three;  confirmed,  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight;  married,  one  hundred  and  ten  ; 
buried,  one  hundred  and  three.  In  consideration  of  a 
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change  made  in  the  record  of  names’,  ’not  long  after  lie 
came  here,  I  liave:  been  unable' 5(3', ascertain  the  number 

„ ..  .  ■  i  •'  ■  , 

added  and  received  to  the  Communion,  while  he  was  Rec¬ 


tor.  In  view,  however,  of  the  number  confirmed,  it  must 
have  been  large. 

Mr.  Child  resigned  the  parish,  in  April,  1859.  After  a 
vacancy  of  six  months, — the  Church,  however,  being  kept 
open  and  services  held  by  various  clergymen, — the  present 
Rector  was  elected  September  23d,  1859,  and  took  charge 
of  the  parish  November  6th.  In  the  following  Spring, 
March  8th,  he  was  instituted  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Dio¬ 
cese,  the  Rt.  Rev.  Manton  Eastburn,  D.  D.  The  keys  of 
the  Church,  on  that  occasion,  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Jason  "Washburn  ;  and  Bishop  Lee,  of  Iowa,  preached  an 
able  and  impressive  sermon,  from  II.  Corinthians,  3  :  5th 
and  6tli  verses,  “  Our  sufficiency  is  of  God,  who  hath  also 
made  us  able  ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  not  of  the 
letter,  but  the  spirit.” 

It  is  just  four  years,  the  first  Sunday  of  this  month, 
since  the  present  Rector  took  charge  of  the  parish.  Du¬ 
ring  that  time  there  have  been  baptized  seventy-three ; 
confirmed,  fifty-eight;  married,  forty-two;  buried,  fifty- 
four  ;  added  and  received  to  the  Communion,  one  hundred 
and  four.  There  has  been  a  large  and  pleasant  basement 
room  constructed  for  the  Sunday  school,  and  various  other 
parochial  purposes,  and  the  debt  upon  the  Church,  of 
$9,300,  has  been  raised.  The  whole  number  of  commu¬ 
nicants  is  now  about  two  hundred  and  thirty.  If  we 
should  estimate  the  whole  number  from  the  beginning, 
it  would  reach,  no  doubt,  to  five  or  six  hundred. 

Looking  now  at  the  aggregate  results,  we  find  that  the 
whole  number  baptized,  from  1838  to  the  present  time,  is 
four  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  number  confirmed,  three  bun- 
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cl  red  and  sixteen  ;  married,  two  hundred  and  ninety-live  ; 
buried,  two  hundred  rmd.  ubiety-four.; 

The  various  sums  raised  for  missionary,  benevolent  and 
parochial  purposes,  exclusive  of  the  pew  rental,  for  the 
same  period,  are  as  follows: 


During  the  Rectorshi] 

f>  of  Mi\  Lee, 

$7,788  00 

U  U 

Mr.  Adams, 

344  00 

u  u 

Mr.  Littlejohn, 

653  00 

u  u 

Mr.  Child, 

9,386  00 

u  u 

present  Rector, 

12,222  00 

Whole  amount, 

$30,393  00 

It  should  be  stated  that  a  large  portion  of  the  amount 
designated  in  Mr.  Lee’s  time,  was  raised  outside  the  parish. 

Thus,  has  the  Episcopal  Church,  in  this  city,  grown  and 
prospered,  under  various  trials  and  discouragements,  dur¬ 
ing  the  space  of  nearly  half  of  a  century.  Under  its  sever¬ 
al  Hectors,  I  have  mentioned  some  of  the  signs  of  external 
prosperity,  not  by  any  means  designing  to  draw  compari¬ 
sons,  but  stating  the  simple  facts  as  matters  of  history,  and 
as  items  of  interest  to  the  congregation.  Of  the  real 
spiritual  growth,  God  alone  can  judge  ;  of  the  souls  here 
gathered,  who  will  be  garnered  up  in  “  His  presence, 
where  there  is  fullness  of  joy,  and  at  His  right  hand,  where 
there  arc  pleasures  forevermore,”  eternity  alone  will  dis¬ 
close.  ETor,  are  we  to  consider  the  work  of  any  minister, 
which  is  outward  and  visible  to  the  eye,  as  comprehending 
all  his  labor.  In  addition  to  all  this,  there  are  the  constant 
mental  toil,  the  private  admonition,  exhortation  and  in¬ 
struction,  the  ministrations  to  the  poor  and  destitute,  the 
sick  and  dying,  the  bereaved  and  heart  broken  ;  and  amid 
all  these  cares  and  duties,  there  is  a  constant  sense  of 
responsibility,  which  at  times  bears,  with  almost  over¬ 
whelming  weight,  upon  the  soul  of  the  faithful  pastor. 
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But  of  all  this  work  the  world  takes  no  thought  or  cogni¬ 
zance,  and  few  among  his  own  people  appreciate  it ;  indeed, 
this  part  of  ministerial  labor  cannot  be  appreciated  except 
by  experience.  Nor,  in  regard  to  ministerial  labor,  should 
we  confine  our  view  to  what  is  accomplished  in  one  part 
of  the  field.  Those  who  are  converted  under  the  faithful 
ministrations  of  one  pastor,  often  remove  to  other  places 
and  become  themselves  the  centres  of  attraction  and  influ¬ 
ence,  so  that  the  seed  sown  in  one  spot,  buds  and  blossoms 
and  bears  fruit  in  others. 

But  in  looking  upon  the  past  and  present,  some,  per¬ 
haps,  may  think  that  more  might  have  been  done,  that 
the  Church  might  have  reproduced  itself,  and  that  instead 
of  one,  we  ought  now  to  see  two,  or  more,  in  this  city. 
This  may  be  true,  and  no  doubt  would  be,  if  this  soil  of 
the  Puritans  were  favorable  to  Episcopacy.  Yet  those 
who  fully  understand  the  difficulties  with  which  the  Church 
has  had  to  contend,  will  not  wonder  at  its  comparatively 
slow  growth  in  this  region.  Let  us  not,  however,  under¬ 
rate  what  has  been  done,  or  forget  the  fact  that  we  have 
entered  into  the  labors  of  others. 

Among  the  prominent  laymen  and  efficient  workers  in 
the  Church,  “  Who  having  finished  their  course  in  faith  and 
do  now  rest  from  their  labors,”  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned  the  names  of  Col.  Roswell  Lee  and  Mr.  Diah  Allin. 
In  the  beginning,  when  the  enterprise  was  first  started  on 
the  Armory  Hill,  the  former  was  the  most  conspicuous 
and  influential,  and  occupying  as  he  did  the  office  of  su¬ 
perintendent,  he  was  enabled  to  do,  and  did  do  a  great  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  Church.  The  latter,  Mr.  Alim,  survived  Col. 
Lee  twenty-five  years.  During  a  good  portion  of  that 
time,  he  was  Senior  Warden  of  the  Church,  and  a  faith¬ 
ful  co-worker  with  the  various  pastors  until  the  infirmities 
.  3 
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of  age  disabled  him  for  active  labor.  When  the  present 
Rector  took  charge  of  the  parish,  Bishop  Lee  particularly 
commended  him  to  his  pastoral  care  ;  but  the  very  day 
after  my  arrival,  I  was  summoned  to  his  dying  bed,  and 
never  shall  I  forget  his  venerable  appearance,  the  look  of 
intense  interest  with  which  he  regarded  me,  and  the 
expression  of  perfect  resignation  and  peace  upon  his  face, 
as  he  was  about  to  enter  the  “  dark  valley  and  shadow  of 
death.”  No  doubt,  at  that  moment,  the  history  of  the 
Church  was  vivid  to  his  mind,  its  struggles  and  progress, 
in  sunshine  and  storm,  and  his  interest  for  it  ceased  only 
with  his  breath — nay,  are  we  to  suppose  it  did  cease 
then  ?  If  in  the  beautiful  language  of  the  hymn, 

“  Angels  and  living  saints  and  dead 
But  one  communion  make  ; 

All  join  in  Christ,  their  vital  Head, 

And  of  his  love  partake,” 

may  we  not  believe  that  lie,  with  others,  who  have  gone 
before  us,  are  still  in  sympathy  with  this  Church  militant. 
Another  most  zealous  and  faithful  laborer  in  this  part  of 
the  Lord’s  vineyard,  who  has  gone  to  his  reward,  was 
William  W.  Lee.  Since  my  residence  in  the  parish,  his 
praise  I  have  heard  from  many  a  mouth.  He  was  Warden 
of  the  Church  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  Vestry,  passed  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  is 
spoken  of  as  one  of  the  “founders.”  lie  was  rich  in  good 
works,  and  among  the  Aarons  and  Hurs,  who  held  up  the 
pastor’s  hands  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  The  follow¬ 
ing  brief  extract  from  a  sermon  of  Mr.  Child,  delivered 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  bears  testimony  to  his  high  Chris¬ 
tian  character.  “  All  who  knew  William  W.  Lee,  will  feel, 
I  am  sure  convinced,  that  he  was  a  truly  godly  man,  a 
Christian  not  in  profession  merely,  but  in  the  good  fruits 
of  a  useful  and  well  ordered  life.  From  the  commence- 
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ment  of  this  parish,  he  zealously  devoted  himself  to  the 
work  of  building  up  this  Church,  often  at  no  inconsider¬ 
able  personal  sacrifice  to  himself  of  time  and  efforts  and 
pecuniary  means.”  Mr.  Lee  was  cut  off  in  the  midst  of 
his  usefulness,  at  the  early  age  of  forty-two.  Yet  within 
a  few  weeks  we  have  mourned  the  death  of  a  kindred 
spirit,  of  one  characterized  by  the  same  zeal  and  activity 
in  the  master’s  work,  who  fell  at  a  much  earlier  period  in 
life’s  struggle-*  And  still  another  comes  before  me  who, 
in  the  bloom  and  beauty  of  early  manhood,  perished  in 
the  service  of  his  country. f  But,  it  is  not  so  much  the 
time  of  labor,  as  the  diligence  in  its  performance,  which 
makes  the  deepest  impression.  For  in  the  wTords  of  the 
poet : 

“  We  live  in  deeds,  not  years ;  in  thoughts,  not  breath, 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a  dial — 

We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs  ; 

He  most  lives 

Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest,  acts  the  best  ” 

Dr.  Stone  and  Major  Goodsell,  both  officers  of  the  Church, 
were  also  prominent  workers  and  helped  to  bear  the  “  bur¬ 
den  and  heat  of  the  day.” 

Others  no  doubt  there  were,  now  in  the  invisible  world, 
who,  in  the  Church  and  Sunday  School,  aided  in  the  good 
cause,  but  these  names  stand  out  the  most  conspicuously, 
and  time  will  not  permit  me  to  speak  of  all. 

In  conclusion,  among  the  reflections  which  present 
themselves  to  the  mind,  this  is  the  first — we  should  hold  in 
grateful  remembrance  the  work  and  labor  of  love,  of  those 
who  have  gone  before'us,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  various 
pastors,  but  also  the  faithful  and  zealous  of  the  laity,  both 
men  and  women,  who  rallied  around  the  pastor,  uphold¬ 
ing  his  hands,  and  cheering  his  heart,  amid  the  arduous 
labors  and  solemn  responsibilities  of  the  Gospel  ministry. 


*  John  M.  Jackson. 


f  John  Isbel. 
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To  sucli  co-workers,  St.  Paul  himself  pays  the  highest 
tribute,  aud  certainly  next  to  the  faithful  pastor,  they  shall 
shine  the  brightest  in  that  day  when  God  shall  make  up 
his  jewels.  But  nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  those 
who  enjoy  the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  others,  who  reap 
what  others  have  sown,  to  forget  them. 

The  son,  often  enters  upon  the  rich  patrimony  left 
him  by  his  father,  without  a  single  thought  of  the  days 
and  nights,  the  months  and  years  of  toil,  it  has  cost. 
So,  as  we  pass  by  the  fields  of  ripening  grain,  the  orch¬ 
ards  of  golden  fruit,  or  the  gardens  of  rare  plants  and 
beautiful  flowers  ;  we  scarcely  bestow  a  thought  upon  the 
long  years  of  cultivation,  which  perhaps,  have  converted 
a  naturally  barren  soil  into  one  of  great  richness  and  fer¬ 
tility.  How  little  too,  do  we  think,  as  we  glide  rapidly 
over  the  ground  in  elegant  coaches,  wTarmed  and  cush¬ 
ioned,  of  the  weary  and  painful  journeys  taken  by  our 
forefathers,  over  the  same  spot,  some  fifty  years  ago.  Or 
again,  as  we  gaze  upon  the  well  cultivated  farms,  the  pleas¬ 
ant  villages,  or  large  cities  through  which  we  pass,  we 
forget  the  privation  and  toil  of  the  pioneers  who  came 
here  when  the  country  was  a  wilderness.  We  admire  the 
palatial  residences,  the  splendid  architecture,  the  domes, 
and  towers  and  spires,  which  glitter  in  the  sunlight;  but 
in  our  admiration,  we  fail  to  remember  the  labors  of  those 
who  subdued  the  wilderness,  and  prepared  the  way  for 
this  ease  and  enjoyment.  It  is  precisely  so  in  a  religious 
point  of  view.  We  stand  in  the  pleasant  Church  edifice, 
or  in  the  magnificent  cathedral,  with  its  costly  adornments 
and  overflowing  congregation,  without  a  thought,  that 
only  a  few  years  back,  comparatively,  a  mere  handful  of 
worshipers  were  assembled  to  inaugurate  the  first  services 
of  the  Church  in  some  little  room,  or  it  may  be  in  the 
open  air. 
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Look,  indeed,  at  the  history  of  any  of  our  large 
churches,  and  what  does  its  origin  show  but  just  such  a 
scene  as  we  have  described.  The  foundation  in  fact  of  one 
Church  is,  in  a  great  measure,  the  type  of  all, — the  little 
room,  the  few  worshipers,  and  the  occasional  services  of 
the  missionary,  tell  us  of  the  origin  of  almost  every 
Church  in  our  land.  And  the  individual  Church  again  is, 
but  the  reflection  of  the  beginning  of  the  Church  univer¬ 
sal.  Look  at  that  upper  room,  and  little  band  of  disciples 
in  Jerusalem,  and  you  see  the  origin  of  the  Christian 
Church,  the  germ  of  that  tree  whose  height  has  reached 
the  heavens,  whose  branches  have  spread  from  the  rivers  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  whose  leaves  are  for  the  heal¬ 
ing  of  the  nations.  But,  we  behold  in  all  this,  how  one 
generation  enters  into  the  labors  of  others,  how  we  enjoy 
the  fruits  of  the  sowing  of  those  who  have  preceded  us. 
As  the  disciples  saw  and  heard  what  kings  and  prophets 
desired  to  hear  and  see,  yet  died  without  the  sight ;  so  we 
to-day,  enjoy  blessings  and  privileges  which  neither  they 
nor  our  ancestors  enjoyed.  Yet,  to  them,  we  arc  greatly 
indebted  for  these  blessings ;  let  us  not  therefore  forget, 
but  remember  their  labors  and  embalm  their  good  deeds 
in  our  memories. 

Again,  by  such  a  review  of  the  past,  we  are  taught  a 
lesson  of  faith  and  patience.  We  are  naturally  impatient 
of  results.  We  desire  at  once  to  see  the  fruit  of  our 
labors,  and  because  we  do  not,  we  are  prone  to  discour¬ 
agement  and  despondency.  But  in  the  government  of 
God,  both  in  the  natural  and  moral  world,  the  preparation 
of  the  soil  and  sowing  of  the  seed  must  precede  the  har-  * 
vest.  We  are  required  therefore,  to  work  in  faith,  with 
the  promise  that  we  shall  reap  in  due  season  if  we  faint 
not.  The  work  of  the  ministry  is  emphatically  a  work  of 
faith.  Often  we  toil,  as  it  were,  all  the  night,  and  take 
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nothing.  But  vve  are  not  to  judge  of  one’s  labors,  or  of  the 
progress  of  a  church  by  a  month  or  a  year,  but  by  years  and 
decades  of  years.  Let  your  thoughts  go  back  to  1817, 
when  Dr.  Strong,  with  a  few  gathered  around  him,  with 
here  and  there  a  feeble  response,  uttered  the  solemn  words 
of  our  grand  and  beautiful  Liturgy.  The  lips  of  the  speaker 
are  now  sealed  in  death,  and  probably  all,  or  nearly  all,  of 
that  assembly  are  likewise  sleeping  in  the  dust.  Yet  then, 
and  there,  was  sown  the  seed  which  afterwards  sprung  up 
and  bore  fruit.  It  remained  long  in  the  earth,  and  in  the 
meantime  storms  and  darkness  gathered  over  it,  yet  it  was 
finally  quickened  and  came  up  a  vigorous  plant.  Others 
followed  and  watered  the  soil  and  sowed  more  seed,  and 
anon  the  ripened  sheaves  were  gathered  in.  Yet  all  along 
there  were  many  things  to  dishearten  and  discourage,  and 
no  doubt  the  workmen  were  at  times  tempted  to  give  up 
the  task.  This  was  particularly  so  in  the  early  history  of 
this  Church,  as  is  evident  from  the  following  language 
which  wc  find  in  the  journal  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rutledge, 
January  8th,  1822: — “On  reviewing  our  situation  at 
present,  many  circumstances  of  a  gloomy  nature  present 
themselves.  The  want  of  the  means  to  maintain  a  cler¬ 
gyman,  the  doubt  whether  a  helping  hand  will  he  extended 
to  us  by  the  government,  the  lukewarmness  of  some,  the 
desertion  of  others,  and  the  efforts  made  to  discourage,  all 
are  arrayed  too  plainly  to  pass  unnoticed.  But  we  will 
not  he  cast  down,  nor  disquieted,  trusting  in  Him  who 
careth  for  his  Zion,  and  who  we  know  will  do  what  seem- 
eth  him  good.”  Thus  then  they  resolved  to  persevere, 

'  and  other  brave  and  faithful  spirits  followed,  and  by  the 
grace  of  God  they  were  successful ;  and  as  we  look  hack 
to-day,  we  see  that  a  great  work  has  been  accomplished. 
We,  then,  should  thank  God  and  take  courage,  in  view  of 
any  difficulties  or  obstacles  which  lie  in  our  pathway. 
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Others  have  labored  for  us,  and  we  should  be  willing  to 
work  for  the  generations  coming,  bio  good  or  great  work 
can  he  accomplished  without  faith  and  patience,  and  no 
one  can  rise  to  eminence  in  any  profession  without  these 
virtues.  But  the  laborer  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard  has 
especial  need  of  them,  for  here  the  seed  is  often  many 
years  germinating  ;  that,  indeed,  sown  in  the  hearts  of  the 
youth,  may  not  hear  fruit  until  manhood,  and  the  spiritual 
husbandman  may  have  long  passed  away  ere  the  harvest. 
Yet  the  harvest  will  come,  sooner  or  later,  in  the  spiritual 
as  in  the  natural  world  ;  so  we  should  have  patience, 
gird  up  our  loins  and  hope  unto  the  end.  “  Be  patient, 
therefore,  brethren,  says  the  apostle,  unto  the  coming 
of  the  Lord.  Behold  the  husbandman  waiteth  for  the 
precious  fruit  of  the  earth,  and  hath  long  patience  for  it 
until  ho  receive  the  early  and  latter  rain.  Be  ye  there¬ 
fore  patient,  stablish  your  heart  for  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  draweth  nigh.”  If  then  he  waits  with  patience  for 
the  harvest,  for  the  fruit  of  that  seed  which  nourishes 
only  the  body ;  how  much  more  should  he  wait  and  trust, 
whatever  may  be  the  storm  or  darkness  ;  for  the  growth 
of  that  seed  which  preserves  the  soul,  and  the  time  of  that 
harvest  when  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  shall  send  forth  his 
angels  to  gather  his  wheat  into  his  garner,  his  elect  iuto 
his  eternal  and  glorious  kingdom. 

Finally,  let  us  not  forget  the  glorious  promise  and 
assurance  that  all  shall  rejoice  together.  In  the  general 
harvest,  then,  there  shall  he  no  distinction  between  the 
sower  and  the  reaper.  The  great  Husbandman  shall  look 
upon  them  with  equal  approbation,  and  between  them¬ 
selves  there  shall  he  no  envyings  or  jealousies,  hut  they 
shall  join  hands  in  mutual  congratulations  over  the  seals 
of  their  ministry  and  the  crowns  of  their  rejoicings — the 
souls  saved  through  their  instrumentality.  For  the  re- 
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ward  is  of  grace  and  not  of  debt,  and  it  is  graduated  not 
in  view  of  the  kind  of  work,  or  the  time  of  labor,  but  in 
respect  to  the  zeal  and  faithfulness  with  which  it  has  been 
performed.  The  laborer  has  no  claim  to  merit,  for  as  it  is 
written,  “So  then,  neither  is  he  that  planteth  anything, 
neither  he  that  watereth  ;  but  God  that  giveth  the 
increase.”  Hence  whatever  our  work,  we  can  only  say 
“  Hot  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  but  unto  thy  name 
be  the  praise.”  But  in  that  great  day  of  account,  in  the 
harvest  of  the  world,  when  God  shall  gather  his  elect  from 
the  four  winds,  from  one  end  of  heaven  to  the  other;  what 
a  glorious  jubilee  there  will  be  on  the  part  of  all  his  faithful 
workmen  ;  and  how  the  words  of  Avelcome  will  thrill  all 
along  that  shining  line  of  prophets  and  apostles,  of  martyrs 
and  confessors,  of  ministers  and  workmen — “Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servants,  enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 
My  brethren,  beloved,  while  we  learn  wisdom  and  patience 
from  the  past,  let  us  also  be  stimulated  to  greater  zeal  and 
higher  deeds  by  that  future,  by  that  harvest  time  coming. 

Twenty-five  years  hence,  and  most  of  those  here  assem¬ 
bled  will  have  passed  away  from  earth.  A  half  century 
gone,  and  scarcely  an  adult  present  will  be  numbered 
among  the  living.  Others  will  take  our  places  and  enter 
into  our  labors,  but  with  us  the  harvest  will  be  past  and  the 
summer  ended.  Will  we  be  saved  ?  God  grant  it  may 
be  so.  But  if  we  are,  while  we  live  we  must  be  faithful 
to  our  trust.  Whatever,  then,  may  be  our  discourage¬ 
ments  or  trials  ;  whatever  our  temptations  to  withhold  our 
hands  from  the  work  ;  whatever  our  hours  of  gloom  or 
depression ;  let  us  never  grow  weary  in  well  doing,  and 
never  forget  that  in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint 
not.  Yes  !  we  shall  reap — for  it  is  written,  “  He  that 
goetli  forth  and  weepeth,  bearingprecious  seed,  shall  doubt¬ 
less  come  again  with  joy,  bringinghis  sheaves  with  him.” 


